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THREE AUCTIONS BRING STRONG PRICES 
By Donald "Sport" Farnsworth, CM #1 


Lot #8, OHNS Auction ($950) 


The results of three auctions give strong 
indication that prices for nice original hobo nickels 
are rising. The first one was conducted by Nightowl 
Auctions at the annual New England Numismatic 
Association (NENA) conference and convention last 
August in Marlboro, Massachusetts, which I 
attended. Eight hobo nickels (seven original and one 
mass-produced old nickel) were auctioned. 

Their descriptions, prices realized and the 
pictures of two of them appear elsewhere in this 
newsletter. After careful examination of the seven 
originals, whose quality ranged from average to 
above average, I estimated that they would 
hammered down at $25 to $80 each. The actual 
prices ranged from $37 to $130 each! These prices 
do not include 5% sales tax. In my opinion, these 
were strong prices for hobo nickels produced by 
unknown artists, none of which were of superior 
quality. An early sign, perhaps, that the prices of 
original hobo nickels are on the rise. I couldn’t help 
but observe that most of the lots were won by 
members of OHNS. 


Lot #17, OHNS Auction ($100) 


The second of the three auctions took place 
at the FUN show under Bowers and Merena, which 
had three lots. All three were won by two members 
of OHNS. These high quality, highly regarded 
original nickels were consigned by Bill Fivaz, and 
were hammered down at $700, $650, and $550! 

(continued on next page) 


(continued from previous page) 
These prices do not include the 10% buyer's fee. 

Early last fall, I stretched out my neck and 
predicted that the thirty authenticated original hobo 
nickels to be auctioned in the OHNS auction at the 
FUN show would bring $9,000 or an average of 
$300 per nickel. The actual results surprised 
everybody. The thirty original hobo nickels were 
hammered down at $11,350 or an average of $378 
per nickel! There was no buyer's fee in this auction. 
Lot #8 bought in $950, which I believe is a record 
for auctions. The least expensive one, lot #17, went 
for $100! In spite of strong mail bids, only onr lot 
‘was won by a mail bidder. For a list of prices 
realized see The President's Message in this issue. 
Keep in mind that these were above average quality 
original carvings, many of which appeared in Del’s 
book. 

I was told by a couple of board members 
who were at the FUN show - which I was unable to 
attend this year - that there were several private 
original hobo nickel sales among OHNS members at 
high prices including one at over $1000! 

What does all this mcan to the average 
member of OHNS? To me it means that 
authenticated original hobo nickels of above average 
quality are going for high prices. This does not 
mean that the average and below average original 
hobo nickels are commanding higher prices. Before 
committing big dollars, it will pay you to know 
what you are buying. Education is the name of the 
game. 

Descriptions of the two lots pictured on the 
front page follow: 


Lot #8, OHNS Auction, ($950) 


Considering the tools available for "Bert’s" use in 
prison, this carving is actually a superior carving. It 
is believed that this may be one of his earlier 
carvings after entering ths chain gang in Georgia in 
1932, It was thought at one time that this carving 
was a tribute to "Bert" by "Bo," but markings which 
identify "Bo" carvings are not present. This coin is 
pictured on page 46 in the original hobo nickel 
book. 


Lot #17, OHNS Auction, ($100) 


Totally carved with broad tipped chisels, and wire 
brushing, indicates that this coin was probably 


carved in 1963, This is probably one of "Bo’s" 
better "Relearning Coins." The tone is not from 
chlorine, but probably from storage in a high 
sulphur content envelope. This carving is pictured 
on page 85 in the original hobo nickel book. 


Descriptions of the three lots in the Bowers and 
Merena auction follow: 


Lot 690 Self Portrait of "Bo" 


Date carved off. Probably engraved circa 1964 to 

1968, Condition about as made. Attributed to 

George Washington "Bo" Hughes, widely regarded 

as the premier artist of hobo nickels. Accompanied 

by a certificate signed by Del Romines. ($770) 
(continued on next page) 


Sea 


OHNS MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1, 1995 
By Secretary Gail "Bo-ette" Kraljevich, CLM #3 


As of January Ist, our membership reached 
227. 16 of these members are classified as 
inactive/discontinued because they failed to renew 
their dues since 1993. Also, an additional 64 
members have failed to renew their dues at the end 
of 1994, This leaves a net of 147 members in good 
standing with their dues paid through 1995 or later. 
A total of 95 members joined in 1995 (44 of these 
since November 1). 18 of our members are life 
members. 


Lot 691 "Bo’s" Brother 


Portrait of bearded soldier wearing army helmet. 
The date 1919 is carved on the collar. Condition, 
about as made. Probably carved prior to 1964. 
Attributed to "Bo" Hughes. Accompanied by a 
certificate signed by Del Romines. ($715) 


Lot 692 Bert with Hat by "Bo" 


Portrait of bearded man wearing a bowler hat. 
Carved on a 1937-D nickel, date and mintmark still 
visible. Condition, about as made. Probably 
engraved circa 1963. Attributed to "Bo" Hughes. 
Accompanied by a certificate signed by Del 
Romines. ($605) 


The above prices include the 10% buyer’s fee. 


On August 26, 1994, The New England 
Sale auction was held in conjunction with the New 
England Numismatic Association’s 50th anniverary 
convention. The auction was conducted by Nightowl 
Numismatics and the hobo nickels were cataloged 
by Tom Lacey. Tom told me that with the exception 
of the last lot (lot #212), he attempted to list them 
in increasing order of quality. Apparently the 
bidders also agreed as shown by the hammer prices 
which are boldfaced. Only lot 209 failed to keep in 
line. Good job Tom! Incidently Tom also told me 
that he collected hobo nickels around the early 
1980s. 

Pictured on the next page are the highest (lot 
211) and lowest priced (lot 205) - lot 212 is not an 
original - along with their descriptions as 
authenticated by Fivaz. Lot 205 was won by me and 
lot 212 was won by fellow OHNS member, Tom 
Droz. Lot descriptions follow, prices do not include 
5% sales tax. 


Lot 206 Hobo Nickel on 1913 Type 1 Buffalo 
Nickel. Good quality with strong chasing around the 
head. ($50) 


Lot 207 Hobo Nickel on 1915 Buffalo Nickel. Very 
good quality -- deeply carved detail gives the hobo 
an interesting 3D look - very attractive. ($65) 


Lot 208 Hobo Nickel on Buffalo Nickel. Choice 
design work -- not much fine line detail but the 
overall look is very clean with clear major detail. 
($70) 


Lot 209 Hobo Nickel on 1916 Buffalo Nickel. 
Nicely carved nose and eye -- interesting feathering 
effect on the beard and eyebrows. ($50) 


Lot 210 Hobo Nickel on Buffalo Nickel. Excellent 
quality hobo with great fine line detail on the hat 
band and coat shading -- quality raised metal work 
around the ear. ($120) 


Lot 212 Hobo Nickel. While not a hobo in the 
usual sense. This nickel is thought to have been a 
depression cra attempt to mass produce hobo nickels 
by cutting nickels in half, punching the two pieces, 
and then cementing the halves back together. While 
the result is not particularly satisfactory, this is an 
interesting item to collect along with hobos, (est. 
$25 - 30) ($14) 


Nightowl Auction Lot #205 


Lot 205 Hobo Nickel on 1913 Type 1 Buffalo 
Nickel. Moderate quality with unusual carved 
"frame" around the periphery. ($37) 


REEETEREEK 
Stephen Alpert, LM #10 writes... 


At the January, 1995 OHNS FUN meeting T 
asked Del Romines if hobo nickels made before 
1980 would be considered original (not modern). 
His answer and that of a part of the board was a 
tentative "yes". That lead me to think of three 
questions or projects that our members might 
consider researching: 


(1) Identify the earliest known published photograph 
of a hobo nickel. This could be found in any 
numismatic book, periodical, or publication, 
including dealers’ auction catalogues or price lists; 
or in a non-numismatic publication. 


(2) Identify the earliest occurrance in print of the 
term "hobo nickel." 


(3) Compile and publish in Bo Tails a list of all 
pre-1980 published references to and illustrations of 
hobo nickels, as we learn of them. This would 
greatly help determine if modern-style pieces are 
originals or neo-bos. 


Nightowl Auction Lot #211 


Lot 211 Hobo Nickel on 1914 Buffalo Nickel. 
Exceptional example of the punch style of hobo 
carving. Superb shaping of nose and ear -- finely 
punched background detail to add contrast -- even 
the eyes show wrinkles. ($130) 


dob 
Stephen Alpert (continued) 


The earliest reference I know of on hobo 
nickels is Don Taxay’s 1963 book Counterfeit Mis- 
struck and Unofficial U.S. Coins. In the chapter on 
altered coins, Figure 46 on page 73 has photographs 
of twelve hobo nickels. Half of them appear to be of 
below average to crude quality. Two of these have 
a modemish appearance: the one with the trapezoid- 
shaped fez hat (second row, far right), and 
especially the one with a weird hat shaped like the 
rubber end of a toilet plunger (bottom row, second 
from right), Toxay does not use the term "hobo 
nickel." 


Editor’s Note 


T would welcome the opportunity to publish answers 
to these very good questions. Please send them to: 


OHNS Editor 
PO Box 7555 
Nashua, NH 
03060-7555 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
From Dallas "Colonel" Shaw, CLM #2 


As usual, it was a distinct pleasure for me to 
meet with so many of you at the FUN Convention 
in Orlando this year. January is a nice month to get 
away from the cold weather and meet with old and 
new friends in Florida and this time was no 
exception. The people at FUN did their usual superb 
job in putting together a first class convention, as 
well as being very accommodating to us as a group 
and taking good care of our every need. If you 
haven't been to FUN, I would recommend that you 
put it on your list of things to do. You won’t regret 
it 

The coin market may be somewhat in the 
doldrums, but there was no sign of that during Bill 
Fivaz’s auction of 30 original hobo nickels from his 
personal collection during our annual meeting. 
Again, on behalf of all our members, I want to 
thank Bill for making this superb group of pieces 
available exclusively to our membership. We’ve all 
expericnced the problem of finding original hobo 
nickels and it was very generous of Bill to make a 
significant number of them available. I do not 
believe that this many pieces have ever been 
available at any one time in the past to collectors. 
The auction produced total sales of $11,350 with 10 
percent being donated to the society. However this 
was not your everyday auction and prices were 
expected to be high, Most of the lots sold for prices 
well above estimate. A large percentage of the 
Pieces were works done by Bo or Bert and most of 
the pieces were of superior quality. Each lot had 
been authenticated and certified as an original hobo 
nickel by Del Romines, Many of the coins were 
featured in Del’s book. 

Lot |, a relatively rare combination of carved 
outlines, punched hair, and dimpled field design, set 
a fast pace with a hammer price of $600, The pace 
hardly slackened throughout with closing Lot 30 
fetching a hammer price of $850. The star of the 
sale was a piece done by Bert while on a chain gang 
in Georgia in 1932 that sold for $950. The bargain 
of the sale had to be a piece done by Bo, probably 
in 1963, after he had injured his hand, forcing him 
into the punch and chisel mode of carving, The 
piece was an absolute steal at a price of just $100. 

The complete list of prices from the auction 
follows: 


Lot 1, $600; Lot 2, $350; Lot 3, $375; Lot 4, $150; 
Lot 5, $200; Lot 6, $550; Lot 7, $225; Lot 8, $950; 
Lot 9, $150; Lot 10, $275; Lot 11, $600; 

Lot 12, $525; Lot 13, $525; Lot 14, $300; 

Lot 15, $350; Lot 16, $275; Lot 17, $100; 

Lot 18, $375; Lot 19, $700; Lot 20, $325; 

Lot 21, $375; Lot 22, $200; Lot 23, $500; 

Lot 24, $300; Lot 25, $150; Lot 26, $250; 

Lot 27, $250; Lot 28, $325; Lot 29, $250 

and Lot 30, $850. 


The prices realized at this first ever original 
hobo nickel auction may appear to daunting and 
discouraging to the average collector. However, 
keep in mind that this was a major event featuring 
an array of superior carvings in numbers never 
available before. As the word gets out as to how 
well these pieces did, more material will become 
available and prices will stabilize. 

Again, we would be remiss by failing to 
recognize the cooperative and generous spirit of 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc., the official 
auctioneer for FUN 95. Even though they held 
exclusive auction rights for the convention, they 
consented to Bill's auction during our annual 
meeting. 

An ancillary benefit to Bill’s auction was a 
surge in membership due to the interest the auction 
generated. During FUN we hit 225+ in total 
membership. We're well above that now and I'll 
leave it to “Bo-ette" to give us the final count in her 
report. As I told you in the very beginning, we 
need at least 300 members to survive and thrive. At 
the rate we're going, that goal will be accomplished 
shortly. Be sure and give us a hand by bringing in 
at least one member yourself. 

We were truly honored to have Del Romines, 
noted numismatist and author of Hobo Nickels - An 
Extensive Study of Hobo Nickels, present at our 
annual meeting. Del, more than anyone else, is 
responsible for educating the numismatic public 
about hobo nickels and the formation of our society. 
Del took the floor for a question and answer session 
that was extremely interesting and informative and 
we thank him for it. 

I close on a sad note. We lost James B. 
“Toby" O'Farrell, one of our most devoted 
members, on December 5th. He was an absolutely 
first class individual. Those of you who knew him 
were indeed privileged. We'll miss him. 


AND A F.U.N. TIME WAS HAD BY ALL... 
by Gail "Bo-ette" Kraljevich, CLM #3 


My son John and I arrived in Orlando, 
Florida Wednesday night - very late, as our plane 
was delayed in Atlanta. We wasted no time in 
finding our hotel and trying to get some sleep. We 
knew that Thursday morning and the opening of the 
F.U.N. Convention was going to be a madhouse. 

We stayed at the Quality Inn which is within 
casy walking distance of the convention center. For 
the last two years I have vowed that I will not stay 
there again as it’s noisy, rooms open to the outside 
(as opposed to an indoor lobby or hall), and it 
generally lacks the nice features of the Clarion or 
the Peabody. However, when it comes time to pay 
the bill, the $29.00 a night room charge makes those 
problems look yery minor. 

Thursday morning was even more hectic than 
1 had expected. Most people had set up on 
Wednesday and I’ve written myself a reminder for 
next year that I will bite the bullet and take the 
extra day off from work to do the same. Not only 
did I have to register and have one of those oh-so- 
becoming pictures taken, get the OHNS table 
organized and set up, but I also had a four-case 
exhibit to place - and a deadline to meet. 
Everywhere I turned I saw someone else that 1 
wanted to visit with, When the doors opened to the 
public, the table was not organized, | couldn’t find 
the papers that I had printed to bring, and J was 
generally in a tizzy. Along came Daye "Willy" 
Wilson to save the day - and my sanity. Willy 
helped with set up and display - adding some of his 
own coins and postcards to those I had brought. He 
continued to help with the table and auction viewing 
the entire convention. His quiet, settled, organized 
manner was a wonderful contrast to mine, Thanks, 
Willy. 

Bill "Zemo" Fivaz stopped by. For those of 
you who know Bill - you know that’s a happening 
in itself. Everywhere and anywhere that Bill goes, 
he is deluged with people thrusting this coin and 
that coin in his direction for his opinion, He can’t 
walk ten feet without attracting a crowd. How he 
keeps his constant good humor and sunny 
disposition is beyond me, Each and every person is 
met with genuine respect, is never rushed, and is 
made to feel special. 1 have known Bill for four 
years and he is the epitome of gentleman-ness. His 
values and morals are beyond reproach, he freely 


shares information, exhibits his coins and 
contributes to the hobby in general and our club in 
particular in too many ways to describe. Thanks, 
Bill - we all look up to you! 

Chuck "Buddha" Irwin made an carly 
appearance to show off his new hat. The fork has 
been replaced with bones - reputedly from his 
collection of "road kill." He also brought some great 
buttons to share that had pictures of hobo nickels on 
them. I was quickly going through the pile to see if 
I could find "my" coin. I did. 

We were pleasantly surprised when Dallas 
"Colonel" Shaw showed up as we were not 
expecting him until later in the week. He told us 
that honorary life member John Kleis, Dallas's 
father-in-law, is still under the weather, but in good 
spirits. We all asked that he relay our very best 
wishes to him, Hurry up and get well John - we 
sure do miss you! Mary "Scrub" Shaw could not be 
with us as she was in Michigan, with John. They are 
both going to have some surprises when they see 
Dallas’s acquisitions from the show! As usual, 
Dallas was eager to pitch in and help. He’s one of 
those great people that’s just always there quietly 
doing the job, We're fortunate to have him as our 
leader. 

Don "H20" Haley stopped by to pay his 
dues. He wanted to make sure he was a member “in 
good standing" so he could bid in the club auction. 
Don checked out the auction Jots, making plenty of 
notes and calculated his winning strategy. 

One of our original charter members, J.T. 
Stanton dropped off some neat tokens with his 
picture for us to hand out to promote his 
candidaticity for the ANA Board of Governors. He 
has my vote and he deserves yours too, Running on 
a "Back to Basics” platform, J.T. will work hard for 
the membership, concentrating his efforts on 
education and member’s interests. His tokens are 
sure to be a collectors’ item in the future - and, by 
the way, they were designed and struck by Ron 
Landis of the Gallery Mint. 

Roger Wollam arrived, sporting a limp and 
a cane, Seems he had a fall over the holidays and is 
still haying some difficulty, Hope you're feeling 
better Roger! 

John Wilson stopped to rest and chat for a 
while - mostly about ANA politics. Norm Talbert, 
Ed Filipkowski, Bob Hall, and Art Cohen all made 
their way by. Art has quite a collection - thanks for 
sharing some of them with us! Norm, I'd really like 


to see that complete set of hoboes - by date and 
variety - that you have! How many are original and 
how many are modern? How "bout the 18 over 177 

I finally got to meet Del Romines! I looked 
up and there he was! We've talked often on the 
phone and I had seen pictures of him, so I 
recognized him instantly. He was introduced to 
everyone, signed some autographs, answered some 
questions, and was off - but not before he sold me 
two drop dead beautiful hobo nickels. One, a reverse 
carving of a hobo with a sack on his back and a 
raised metal kerchief in his pocket by "Bo", The 
other, also by "Bo," is a hobo with a pushed metal 
derby hat and signed "G.H. 27." Del sold two other 
beauties while at the table - one a cameo likeness of 
a young "Bo" with a full head of hair. That one 
changed hands one more time during the convention 
as prices climbed, Don Haley was in the right place 
at the right time (next to me) to scoop up the other 
cameo. Just one of the many advantages of working 
the club table. 

"Bert-ette" Bressett stopped by looking 
wonderful - and healthy! She had been under the 
weather and had all of us worried, so it was indeed 
a pleasure to see her making the rounds spreading 
sunshine and good cheer. She was wearing a 
beautiful "Bert" hobo around her neck - given to her 
by good friend Bill Fivaz. 

The new club T-shirts, featuring both an 
obverse and reverse of "Bo" carved coins were 
selling well at $15.00 each. The shirt is grey with a 
teal logo and come in medium, large, extra large 
and extra extra large in either 50% polyester, 50% 
cotton or 100% cotton. (For mail orders, please add 
$3 shipping and postage.) There are also a few of 
the old design (obverse only) left in size large for 
$12 plus postage. 

A couple of dealers stopped by to check out 
the auction lots and asked what all the fuss was 
about. Seems that customers had asked them to bid 
in the auction for them. We told them the auction 
was only for members, so they joined! 

Another dealer stopped by with several nice 
hobos to sell. He was taking bids, and after 
checking out the group, I made an offer. I also gave 
him the names of the dealers on the floor and 
several members that I knew were buying hobos 
even though I knew that made my chances slim to 
none of getting the group. There are definatly ethics 
involved when answering questions about or giving 
estimates on hoboes when behind the club table or 


as a member of the board. I feel that I must 
tepresent the members first. I had to keep reminding 
myself about that at this convention though - as 
prices kept jumping up. 

Word hit the hobo table like a ton of bricks 
when the three hobo nickels from the Bowers and 
Merena auction sold! The first brought $700, the 
second, $650, and the third, $550. We couldn’t 
believe our ears! We were told that one young man 
had purchased two of them - but no one knew who 
it was. Well the mystery man turned out to be one 
of our own - Ed Stecewicz from New Jersey - and 
he wasn’t done buying by any means! He made 
some great deals over the course of the convention. 
Don Haley returned from the B & M auction with 
a smug look on his face as he was the proud new 
owner of the second hobo lot. 

About this time we started hearing rumors 
about a large collection of hobos on the floor that 
were for sale. I was asked to look at the group and 
tell whether they were all authentic (they were) and 
judge the approximate value. The dealer wanted to 
sell them as a group - but it was a bit too pricey for 
me. They stayed around for another day before one 
of our members snatched them up as a gift for his 
wife. Lucky lady. 

I was asked to look at another group that a 
well known hobo dealer had purchased at auction. 
They were all modern - made in the 1980’s by John 
Dorusa. Some of them were very nice and I selected 
two to add to my collection - one of Abe Lincoln 
and the other a copy of the coin Del Romines made 
as a gift to Bill Fivaz with the likeness of Teddy 
Roosevelt and featured in the Hobo Nickel Book, 
The same dealer showed me a couple of coins that 
belonged to a customer. The minute I looked at one 
- I told him to take it out of the 2X2 and check the 
edge. Sure enough, it was another counterfeit! We 
have seen quite a few of these at major shows, 
Apparently, about 30 years ago, someone produced 
numerous "hobo" tokens. They appear to be struck - 

probably from transfer dies made from original 
hobo nickels. The flip side had writing on it - until 
someone cut the tokens in half and soldered two of 
the hobo sides together to resemble a double carved 
hobo or bonded the hobo side to a real Buffalo 
nickel. There are several diagnostics - the most 
important is the seam on the third side. I felt badly 
because his customer had paid a very good price for 
this coin. I was interested to add it to my collection 
as an example for authentication purposes, so I left 


an offer and later purchased it along with another 
choice, original piece. I proudly displayed the "fake" 
in our case - and several people stopped to exchange 
stories about how they were fooled also. 

T received a wonderful Christmas gift this 
year from my good friend and engraver, Ron 
Landis. He carved a superb coin with a train and a 
couple of hoboes sitting under a bridge around a 
campfire. Entitled "Hoboes Holiday," it was on 
display the entire convention. Those of you who 
were lucky enough to see it are sure to agree that it 
is the best engraving to date. He is a master. 
Thanks, Ron! 

The club tokens that Ron designed and 
struck were also well received. The obverse is a 
typical hobo with a derby hat and the reverse is a 
hobo running to hop on a train. The dies were hand 
engraved and the tokens were struck over modern 
Jefferson nickels. They sell for $5 - a real bargin! 

Perry "Mathman" Worst stopped by to pay 
his dues. I thought we had lost him as a member, as 
he had not renewed in 1994. Fortunately, I kept him 
on the roles, and he is now back in my, and the 
club’s, good graces. Anytime there is a question 
about membership - call, write, holler, email or 
something and we’ll work it out. 

Steve "The Big One” Alpert came in from 
California for the convention and the club auction, 
We had a very nice visit and Steve mentioned that 
he may be writing a book on hoboes in the future. 
GREAT! I'd like to place my order now Steve! I’m 
sure that Steve would appreciate any information 
that our members may have about specific carvers 
or hobo history. He can be contacted through the 
club. 

Another member, Harry Carskadon, also 
from California arrived minutes before the auction 
on Saturday. He had flown in just to bid on Fivaz’s 
hoboes! Harry also collects potty coins and would 
be interested to hear from any member who shares 
his interest or who may have some coins to sell or 
trade. By the way, Harry did VERY well in the 
auction - walking away with nine lots! 

Member Barbara Murphy and her husband 
stopped by to say hello and make a donation to the 
YN Scholarship fund, Thanks, Barbara! Your 
donation is very much appreciated and will go to a 
good cause - the future of the hobby. 

I am very pleased to report that Frank 
Brazzell is now initialing all of his modern hobo 
nickels. You may remember that ] mentioned in a 


recent article asking him to do that. He reports that 
all he has made in the last year are signed "F.B." 
That’s great news Frank! Thanks. Frank also 
dropped some buttons off at the hobo club table for 
all of us to wear - "ASK ME ABOUT HOBO 
NICKELS." They were a big hit and a good 
conversation opener. Frank also decided to frustrate 
us all with a hobo puzzle - the nickel in the bottle 
trick. I’m pleased to report that my initial is on the 
bottom of the stick and the puzzle will be at future 
club tables for everyone else to try their hand. 

During the course of the weekend we signed 
up quite a few new members, gave out hundreds of 
newsletters, met some great people, introduced hobo 
nickel collecting to many and just had a great time. 
I hope that all of you reading this will realize that 
being involved is the way to REALLY enjoy the 
hobby. 


Sea 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
By Secretary Gail "Bo-ette" Kralevich, CLM #3 


The annual membership meeting was held on 
January 7, 1995 at the FUN convention in Orlando, 
Florida. The meeting was called to order at 10:30 
am by President Dallas “Colonel” Shaw. There were 
31 members, invited guests and members of the 
board present. President Shaw welcomed everyone 
and thanked them for coming. 

President Shaw informed the membership 
that one member had recently died, James "Toby" 
O'Farrell, There was a moment of silence in honor 
of Toby and any other member that may have 
passed away, or was absent due to illness. 

The officers of the society were introduced 
to the membership: Bill "Zemo" Fivaz, vice- 
president; Gail "Bo-ette" Kraljevich, secretary; 
Chuck "Buddha" Irwin, sergeant-at-arms and Dallas 
Shaw, president. Not present were editor of the 
newsletter, Don "Sport" Farnsworth and James 
"Dictator" Taylor, treasurer. 

Dallas reviewed briefly the history of the 
society from its inception at the ANA summer 
seminar in the summer of 1992 to the present. He 
outlined the goals and reaffirmed the focus of the 
society: original hand carved/altered United States 
coins made from pre-World War I through post 
World War I. Dallas emphasized that we are not 
against the modern reproductions - they are just not 


in the scope of the society except to educate the 
membership about the differences to look for when 
determining the originals from the moderns. 

Secretary Kraljevich was asked to give the 
membership report and to also read the treasurer’s 
report that was sent by Treasurer Taylor. Both 
Teports are included with this report. 

The authentication program was discussed. 
Vice-president Fivaz gave a report on the success of 
the program since its inception in 1993. Del 
Romines and Bill Fivaz have authenticated a total of 
138 original hobo nickels to present. 

Del Romines, author of the Hobo Nickel 
book, numerous articles on hobo nickels and other 
numismatic topics, honorary life member #1 and 
honorary vice-president of OHNS was introduced to 
the membership, In answer to questions from the 
audience, it was learned that he had met George 
Washington "Bo" Hughes once. Del described him 
as a light complected, very small framed black man. 
He said he found him to be "lovable and a man of 
the world." He said that in his lifetime he carved 
many coins - perhaps as many as 500 in a single 
year. 

On the subject of his book, Del was asked 
about the possibility of reprinting his first book and 
about publishing his second book. Del said that both 
Projects were being considered. 

After a short recess, there was a 30 lot 
auction of original hobo nickels from the Bill Fivaz 
collection. 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING 


The Board of Directors of the Original Hobo 
Nickel Society met on Saturday January 7, 1995 at 
3:30 pm in room 10B of the Orange County 
Convention Center during the annual FUN 
convention. Present were President Dallas Shaw, 
Vice-President Bill Fivaz, Secretary Gail Kraljevich, 
and Sergeant-at-Arms Chuck Irwin. Not present 
were the Editor of the newsletter, Don Farnsworth, 
and Treasurer James Taylor. 

The membership report and treasurer's report 
had been read at the earlier membership meeting 
and were accepted as read. 

Ads for the newsletter were discussed and a 
modification of the present policy was agreed upon. 
Members will be allowed to place classified ads in 


all upcoming issues of the newsletter **Bo Tales**, 
space permitting, Ads are to be hobo nickel related 
and members were asked to limit their ad to 35 
words or less. Ads must be submitted to the editor 
one month prior to the publication date, and must be 
resubmitted for every issue - no ad will be 
automatically renewed, This will be a perfect place 
to buy, sell, or trade carved coins, books, back 
issues of **Bo Tales**, or advertise a related 
business or service. Each member is asked to abide 
to the guidelines, and editing will be at the 
discretion of the editor. 

It was decided that the reduced rate of $150 
for life membership introduced in 1994 will be 
continued through 1995 until a total of 25 life 
members are acquired. Since the number of life 
members now stands at 18, only 7 more members 
will be able to take advantage of this rate before it 
goes back to $250, 

It was decided by the Board that $2400 
(representing $150 for cach of the 16 paid life 
members -two are honorary) be placed in an interest 
bearing savings or 6 month CD account. This 
principle will not be used for club expenses unless 
absolutely necessary. Any future monies from life 
memberships will be added to this account. The 
interest from this account will be put in the general 
fund to scrvice life members. 

The Board would like to have regional 
meetings at the larger shows. The membership will 
be asked to help run these meetings. Hobo nickel 
slide presentations will be available and members 
are encouraged to have "Show and Tell.” Lists of 
the local membership were available for each state 
and members are encouraged to contact President 
Shaw or Secretary Kraljevich to make arrangements. 
Bill Fivaz will contact a member from the state of 
Georgia to arrange a meeting at the ANA mid- 
winter show in Atlanta in March. 

The authentication/certification program was 
discussed at length, To date authenticators Fivaz and 
Romines have authenticated almost 150 original 
hobo nickels and have certified numerous nco-bos. 
To provide an even better service to the membership 
it was decided that each coin will be reviewed by 
two authenticators who will each write their 
comments and opinions, The authentification fee of 
$15 will remain the same, but the authenticators will 
share their $10 portion, The club, while still 
receiving $5 per coin will now reimburse the 
authenticators for postage. Receipts for postage will 


be submitted on a regular basis with proper 
documentation and reference information 
(authentication number and date) for reimbursement. 
Gail Kraljevich will join Bill Fivaz and Del 
Romines as an authenticator. The submission, 
authentication and certification forms will be revised 
to reflect these changes. 

To aid in encouraging members to write for 
the newsletter, it was decided that a certificate good 
for one free authentication/certification will be given 
to the author of any article accepted for publication 
in **Bo Tales**. The fee to the authenticators will 
be paid from the general fund. 

Since the auction held at the membership 
Mecting was so successful, and netted the club 
enough money to fund an entire scholarship for a 
YN to attend the ANA Summer Seminar, future 
club auctions will be held. While not all the details 
have been worked out, it is hoped that members in 
good standing will be able to consign authenticated 
original hobo nickels to be auctioned by mail and 
floor bid at future meetings to be held at major 
conventions. The fee to the club would be 10% of 
the hammer price with no buyer’s fee. This will 
make more coins available to interested collectors 
while giving the club a steady income to fund future 
scholarships. Vice-President Fivaz will get in touch 
with Heritage Auctions to get permission to pursue 
an auction at the ANA convention this summer. 
Members are asked not to send any coins in for the 
auction until details have been worked out. Coins 
are being accepted for authentication/certification 
only. Further information will be forthcoming. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 pm by 
President Dallas Shaw. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Gail "Bo-ette" Kraljevich, Secretary 


TWO OUT OF A HUNDRED! 
by Harold P. "Lambchop" Lahm, LM #15 


I am determined to collect at least one 
hundred original hobo nickels. That is one hundred! 

For years I had it in the back of my mind to 
collect them...especially when some small article 
would appear in a numismatic publication with an 
unusual picture accompanying the article. Well I 
finally gave in February, 1994 after 1 saw a picture 
of a hobo nickel with several hoboes hanging out of 
a railroad box car. That made me join OHNS. 
However, as of that time I had never owned an 
original hobo nickel. 

At the time of this writing I have 46 original 
hobo nickels of which fifteen have been 
authenticated by OHNS. Each one has a story of 
how and where it was acquired. This story is about 
the first original hobo nickel I acquired and another 
one I am very fond of. 

The first one is registered as R-037, which 
was acquired the same month I joined OHNS. A 
man I call Andy visited me (he is 80 or so). I asked 
him if he had heard of hobo nickels. He said "Sure, 
T have one home lying on my dresser." I, of course 
told him that I wanted to buy it (I was desperate to 
own one, original or otherwise). But old Andy told 
me that it was not for sale as he only had one. 
However, he would be back in a couple of hours to 
show it to me. I told him to please do not bring it in 
unless he were willing to sell it to me. 

Two hours passed by and there he was! My 
heart skipped a beat as he walked in the door 
holding in his hand the first hobo nickel I ever saw! 
There was no doubt in my mind that it was an 
original done at least twenty-five years ago. 

Subsequently, when I sent it in to Del 
Romines for certification, he declared that it was an 
original after looking at it under 60 power 
magnification. That elicited a sigh of relief from me. 
Del’s comments are: Domed hat appears to be 
"Derby." For a totally carved coin, it would be 
considered below average, but as a totally knife 
carved coin, the work is average. Totally knife 
carved coins are rarer than carved, punched, and/or 
a combination thereof. 


P.S. In reference to the above coin that good 
old Andy would not sell, he gave it to me! 

The second coin is registered as F-024. 

There is a flea market in Connecticut that 
has a lot of antique type of items. Last spring I 
thought it would be a good place for my original 
hobo nickel hunt, The place just looked right. The 
first coin dealer to whom | showed a photocopy of 
three hobo nickels did not even look up, but kept 
looking into a book of coin prices, took my 
photocopy and disposed of it under the table. As I 
kept pestering him. He said "yes" he gets them once 
in a while, but cannot save them for me, because he 
sells them first come, first serve. Besides he said 
"You can make them yourself." This dealer really 
missed the point. 

A few tables down another coin dealer is 
really eager to help. "Original hobo nickels? Yes I 
get them all the time. Come here on Sunday and I 
will probably have some for you. How much are 
you willing to pay?" I told him thirty and up for 
originals. Most of the vendors at that flea market 
had no idea what a hobo nickel is. I showed them a 
Photo of a hobo nickel, and they say "A Roman 
coin?" 

After another half hour, I came to Indian 
Joe's. He had a few medals in his cases and antique 
picture frames. I walked to his table and showed 
him the photo copy of hobo nickels, Right away he 
said "I have one with a man on a toilet seat. It looks 
like it was made at the mint." I was beside myself 
and I said "Where is it? Where is it?" He told me 
that he couldn’t bring everything here. "You gonna 
be here next Sunday? How much are you willing to 
pay?" I asked him what he wanted for it, "Seventy- 
five." I thought to myself "I’ve got to get that 
nickel!" 

Four Sundays passed before I met Indian Joe 
again. Sundays were rainy and on some he did not 
show. I almost gave up. It was Sunday, May 15, and 
finally, a nice sunny morning. Maybe Indian Joe 
will be there. It looked good. I kept walking up and 
down the isles and no Indian Joe. I had been 
walking for an hour and it was twenty minutes to 
nine. I decided that I would leave at nine when I 
Saw a vending area with several glass cases. I bent 


over to take a closer look. Interesting stuff was on 
display. It’s almost as if I smelled a hobo nickel. 
The vendor’s back was turned to me when I asked 
"Do you have any hobo nickels?" He turned around 
and said "You are the gentleman who is 
Jooking...and I promised you a hobo nickel." After 
five minutes of searching, he found it in one of the 
glass cases, The first thing he did was to show it to 
a customer, and I am yelling half jokingly "You 
can’t sell it to that person!" Finally he came over 
and showed it to me. Indeed true to his word, the 
hobo nickel is a masterpiece. The five Sundays I 
spent hunting it down was well worth it. 

It was authorized by Bill Fivaz and described 
as: Pre 1957, Superior. This is a great piece! An 
outstanding original carving of a woeful looking 
man (constipated?) sitting on a commode with his 
britches down. This is expertly done, and the artist 
is most certainly one of the best in the field. A lot of 
work went into this carving!" Also a lot of work 
went into "finding" this carving, and it was very 
satisfying fun, Editor’s note: Pictures of these two 
Hobo Nickels will be found on the inside of the 
back cover. 
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R-037 (From Two Out of a Hundred) 


Potty Coin (From Two Out of a Hundred) 


Ms. J. "Happy Hobo" Allen, RM #18 writes... 

I'd like to introduce myself. | am the creator of modern 
hobo nickels stamped with my name, J. ALLEN. 

The hobo nickels are made out of buffalo nickels on 
which | re-work the Indian head to resemble various characters 
such as aviators, clowns, famous people, etc. Recently, I've 
added some animals, re-working the buffalo into a 
Brontosaurus, etc. 

| do not use any power tools. | use my arm and hand, 
pounding with a hammer and a variety of chizels, to produce all 
of my designs. Some take more than 100 swings of the hammer 
to produce one hobo nickel. 

| have been making them since 1982 when my friend, 
u. Press offered to teach me the lost art of making hobo nickels. 
He gave me Delma Romines’ book on hobo nickels to read. The 
more | read, the more it amazed me, After reading the book, | 
decided if the hoboes could do it, | could too. 

| do not believe in copying or re-pros. Bo and Bert's 
work should be left alone to join the antiquities of the 
Gepression era folk art. The hobo nickels are my own creations 
except for some my teacher taught me to do. 

| am very happy to be a member of OHNS and hope 
to be for years to come. | may be contacted through my 
Classified ads in Bo Tales. 


James Majoros writes... 


Good Morning: On September 6th, Gail "Bo-ette” 
Kraljevich travelled from her home in Malvern, PA to visit with 
the officers and members of the Ocean County Coin Club in 
Brick, NJ and presented a wonderful slide show on "Hobo" 
Nickels. Enclosed is a photo that you may desire to use. 

Gail's presentation was absolutely outstanding and she 
has really done her homework in the field of "Hobo" Nickels. 


Sincerely, 

JAMES MAJOROS 
Corresponding Secretary 
Ocean County Coin Club 


Pictured in the top of the right column is Ocean County Coin 
Club President Arno Safran presenting a "Hobo" Certificate of 
Appreciation to Gail for her presentation on Hobo Nickels to the 
Members of the club. 


1994 TREASURER‘'S REPORT 


The following is the 1994 Treasurer's Report for the Original 
Hobo Nickel Society: 


INCOME 
1/1/94 - 12/31/94 7/16/92 - 12/31/94 
New Members $1,215.00 $4,945.00 
Renewing Members 1,120.00 1,540.00 
Authentication 
Bill Fivaz 895.20 1,027.70 
Del Romines 140.00 345.00 
Donations 123.00 128.00 
Books 70.00 545.00 
T-Shirts 77.50 195.20 
Total $3,640.70 $8,726.20 
EXPENSES 
Supplies 42.62 252.84 
Postage 136.74 335.79 
Bo-Tales 1,300.39 1,954.45 
Scholarships 500.00 1,150.00 
Books & T-Shirts 26.00 223.00 
Authentication 777.70 827.70 
Miscellaneous 145.00* 295.00 


Total $2,928.45 $5,038.78 


* $100 for Detroit ANA Table 
$ 30 for Returned Checks 
$ 15 for Three Refunds 


Checkbook Balance** as of December 31, 1994 = $4,535,42 
** The National Bank of Malvern, Malvern, PA 


Respectfully Submitted 


dames Taylor, Treasurer, RM #58 January 4, 1994 
denensties 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Members will be allowed one free classified ad of 35 words or less each month, space permitting. Ads must 
be submitted to the editor at least one month prior to the publication date, and must be resubmitted for every 
issue - no ad will be automatically renewed. Eciting will be at the discretion of the editor. Send ads to OHNS 
Editor, PO Box 7555, Nashua, NH 03060-7555. 


Modern Hobo Nickels: Hand-tooled not machined. Excellent Quality. $6.00 each, 5 for $27.50, 12 for $60.00 
postpaid! Dealers welcomed. Free list with order or send SASE. 
Ms. J. "Happy Hobo" Allen, AM #18, 2261 Monroe Ave., Rochester, NY 14618 


CLASSIFIED ADS (continued) 


Help Wanted. Reward paid for leads for 
Potty Coins of all Sizes and Original Hobo Nickels. 
Harry Carskadon, LM #15 
14569 Harter Place, Nevada City, CA 95959 
(916) 265-5550 
seeeiness 
Buying and selling Authenticated Original Hobo Nickels. 
Send SASE for free pricelist. 
Don "Sport" Farnsworth, CM #1 
The Nickel Trading Post, PO Box 7555 
Nashua, NH 03060-7555 
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Hobo Nickels 

Gail "Bo-ette” Kraljevich, CLM #3 

PO Box 43, Malvern, PA 19355 

(610) 469-4647 
e-mail:75562.1110@CampuServe.Com 
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James "Dictator" writes... 


| read "Bo-ette's article in the October ‘94 Bo 
Tales with much interest. | share her tremendous 
admiration for the work of Ron Landis. Ron's work is 
stunning--his technique not only requires the utmost talent, 
but it somehow ssems to be beyond what anyone else is 
doing. 


Let me offer my favorite hobo as evidence of 
Ron's abilities. This coin was commissioned by "Bo-ette” 
and presenied to me at last years ANA Summer 
Conference. It was created by Ron at the Summer 
Conference and took him eight hours to complete. 

| predict that Ron's work will become more sought 
after than that of any other hobo artist. What do you think? 


A Ron Landis Creation 


Editor's response... 


James, as most of us in the hobby know, is the 
ANA’s Director of Education. From having seen several 
pictures of Ron's works, | have to agree with you. Ron 
certainly has set standards for modern Hobo Nickel artists 
to aim for. Let's not forget, however, that his works 
command prices well over $100. The Bo's and Bert's retain 
their historical significance. To me, a good hobo "type" 
collection would have something from everyone - a Bo, a 
Bert, a Landis, a representation from each of the leading 
modem artists, as well as several originals from unknown 
artists. 
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We have come to the end of another issue. Please keep 
sending articles and letters - so long, see you in May! 


ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY 


SUBMISSION FORM FOR 
REGISTRATION/CERTIFICATION 


This certification service for Hobo Nickels and Hobo Carvings is provided for members and non-members of the 
Original Hobo Nickel Society. It is an independent opinion on the authenticity of any Hobo Carving on a U.S. Coin. 
All submissions will be reviewed by two authenticators and will receive an authentication/certification form completed 
by both authenticators with quality grade, comments, and photo. 

No refunds will be made, 


PLEASE SUBMIT ONE FORM WITH EACH COIN TO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING AUTHENTICATORS: 
Del Romines Bill Fivaz Gail Kraljevich 
P.O. Box 1586 P.O, Box 888660 P.O. Box 43 
Tucker, GA 30085-1586 Dunwoody, GA 30356-0660 Malvern, PA 19355-0043 


Owner's name: 


Address: 


Phone Number: (Optional), 


Owner's value of coin (this information is necessary for insurance): $. 


OHNS Member? (circle one) Yes No Membership #. 


Registration/Certification fee structure 
(Please make all checks payable to: Original Hobo Nickel Society) 


Members: $15.00 per coin* Non-members: $25.00 per coin* 
Each coin must be accompanied by a separate form. 


*Includes postage and insurance up to $100.00. 
For coins valued over $100.00 by the owner, please enclose sufficient funds for insurance and Registration/Certification. 


ALL SUBMISSIONS WHETHER DEEMED TO BE "ORIGINAL" OR "NEO-BOS" (1981 TO PRESENT) WILL BE PHOTOGRAPHED 
AND REGISTERED (1) OR CERTIFIED (2). 
(1) REGISTERED - Certified as an original (1913-1980) piece and assigned a registration number (with photo). 
(2) CERTIFIED - Certified as a "neo-bo" (1981 to present) with no registration number (with photo). 


Lunderstand that the opinion rendered by the examiner on my submission is strictly that, an opinion, and is not a guarantee that the item is 
genuine, It is however, the best considered judgement by qualified speci the area, but others may reach different conclusions. 


No warranties are expressed or implied from any opinion rendered. 


I authorize the OHNS to use a photograph of this coin and my name (name only, not address) if it so desires. 
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YES NO YES NO 


Signature of Submittor Date 


OHNS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 


Please enroll me as a member in the Original Hobo Nickel Society, Inc. as indicated. 
Please renew my membership (member number ) as indicated. 

Regular (@$10 per year) Life ($150) Youth under 19 ($5) 

I’m enclosing an additional $12, please send me the club tee-shirt size 

Tam also enclosing a donation of for the OHNS YN Scholarship program 
NAME: Moniker (Nickname): 

ADDRESS: 


I agree to abide by the Society’s Code of Ethics. 


Signature: 
Make checks payable to: The Original Hobo Nickel Society 
Please send to OHNS Attention: "Bo-ctte,"” PO Box 43, Malvern, PA 19355 


YOUR BOARD 
President ..... a .. Dallas "Colonel" Shaw 
Vice President . . ++ Bill "Zemo" Fivaz 


Secretary . Gail "Bo-ette" Kraljevich 
Treasurer ............ . James "Dictator" Taylor 
Sergeant-At-Arms ... ... Chuck "Buddha" Irwin 
Editor, Bo Tales . Donald "Sport" Farnsworth 


COMMITTEES 


Honorary Vice President .. . 
Education... 


+» Del "Slickrock" Romines 
. Don “Sport” Farnsworth 


Publicity . . . Richard "Paladin" Schemmer 
Authentication . . Del "Slickrock” Romines 
Bill "Zemo” Fivaz 

and Gail "Bo-ette” Kraljevich 

*BO TALES* 

The Newsletter of the... 

ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 43 


Malvern, PA 19355 


